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NEW PHOTO BOOK HIGHLIGHTS TACTICAL MEDICS DURING PROTEST


ALAMEDA, CA - September 2020 - Shot by long-time paramedic and prior military 
combat medic Derek O. Hanley, Behind the Skirmish Line is a groundbreaking photo 
essay which follows medics with the Falck Alameda County tactical emergency 
medical services (TEMS) team as they tend to the wounded at the major George Floyd 
protest which took place on May 29, 2020 in Oakland, CA; the night two federal 
security officers were gunned down during the demonstration. 


Author Derek O. Hanley was embedded with the TEMS team commander 

for the entire night of the protest, and offers readers unprecedented access to areas 
normally restricted to the public, to witness the 
bravery and compassion of the paramedics, 
EMTs, and physicians who risked their lives to 
help the cops, protesters, and even looters who 
were injured on the streets that night. 


Facing a crowd of more than 7500 people, 

the TEMS team had their hands full, as things 
became increasingly violent as the night wore on. 
Right when things were at their crescendo, there 
were calls on the radio for what every tactical 
medic dreads to hear:

 “Officers down.” Two federal security officers were ambushed from a van a few blocks 
from the main protest, pushing the TEMS team to their limits to try to save their lives; 
Behind the Skirmish Line takes you there with them. 


“This is one of the most remarkable pieces of EMS journalism I have ever seen 
 – in 35 years.” 
	 - Jeff Lucia, Director, Marketing and Communications, Falck US


DOHP does production, photography, and publishing. 
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For more information or to order a copy visit Behind the Skirmish Line
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